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DISCOURSE BT ‘ELDER FRAN CIS M. LYMAN. 


Tus following wen by Elder Francis M. Lerman at the 
Weber Stake Conference, Ogden, Monday, October 19, 18968. ä 

Is affords me a great deal of pleasure to be in attendance upon thie cor: 
ference, and I trust that while I attempt to speak to you I may have the 
assistance of your faith and prayers. J enjoyed the treat that was given 
to those present this morning in listening to President Wilford Woodruff 
and Elder Franklin D. Richards, two brethren of such long and faithful 
expetience in the Church. I sometimes wonder how long the Lord will 
preserve these: aged brethren and give us the benefit of their experiénce 
and wisdom. I think I never heard President Woodruff talk for fifty-five 
minutes with greater ease and give so many interesting items of his 
- eperience as he did this morning, and all who listened were greatly 
favored. He has been preserved to such a great age and has had such a 
remarkable experience that the Latter-day Saints cannot prize too highly 
the oppportunity of listening to him, the Prophet of the Lord, the mouth- 
piece of our Heavenly Father to all 1 srael, the fourth in line from Presi- 
dent Joseph Smith, and one who was — with the Prophet through 
& great share of his life and labore. J feel that all Israel are blessed in 
having his presence and labors among us, and that our faith and prayers 
should be exercised in his behalf, that he may remain among us for a 
great many years. We have learned to have confidence in him and to 
love bim; for he has so thoroughly proved his faith and devotion to 
the Prophet Joseph, to the Prophet Brigham Young and to the Prophet 
John Taylor through all their administrations. We have felt in the 
case of all our leaders, that it was a calamity when they have been 
taken frem us. We have always wanted them a little: longer; and 

have done all that we coald to preserve them and to keep them among 
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us. It is a rare thing that we want changes in the ranks of the breth- 
ren whom the Lord has chosen to represent Him among His people. 
We rarely ever want a change in Apostles, or in Presidents of Stakes, or 
in High Councillors, or in Bishops. We become acquainted with our 
brethren and with their integrity and devotion, and we learn to love them, 
and we do not contemplate with pleasure the timé when we must part 
with them. Every time I see President Woodruff stand upon his feet to 
talk, I feel as though I want to listen to him just as long as he can possibly 
talk. Donbtless all Israel feel the Fer 
Presideney and Twelve that as Jong as 

ing, giving us advice and counsel and the sorter ae the Lord, we are honored 
and favored more than we know how to appreciate. As in the case of the 
Prophet Joseph and his other successors, we may not fully appreciate 
our present Prophet till after he has gone; yet I believe that Israel has 
learned, and is learning better all the time, to appreciate their faithful 
brethren, not only those who preside over them, but their neighbors and 
kindred who are faithful. The Gospel is calculated to bring us into a 
nearness to each other, to make us one, to correct in us all our errors, our 
transgressions and our weaknesses, and to give us strength by the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost for the discharge of our duties. It is eee 
that we submit ourselves to the inspiration of that Spirit. 

I was delighted this morning also in listening to Elder Richards: speak 
ing in regard to the necessity of our obtaining the Holy Ghost, emphasisz- 
ing what President Woodruff had said concerning the words of. the Prophet 
Joseph and the Prophet Brigham in relation to the importance of the 
presence of the Holy Ghost. It is the especial office and calling. of the 
Holy Spirit to be with us, to bear. witness to us, to convince us of ‘the 
truth, and to enable us to become acquainted with the Father .and with 
the Son. No man can know the Father except by the revelations of the 
Holy Ghost. No man can know the Son but by the Holy Ghost. No 
man can know the Prophet Joseph Smith, the Prophet Brigham, Young; 
the Prophet John Taylor, the Prophet Wilford Woodruff, the Apostles 
of olden as well as of modern times to be men of God except by the in- 
spiration. of the Holy Ghost. They may believe that these are, great 
men, and possibly that they are servants of the Lord; but to know it, 
and to know the truth and the plan of life and salvation, no man oan 
only as the Lord reveals it. But when the Lord does reveal it, it is just 
as plain and simple to the mind as anything that we seek or hear. All 
our faculties are convinced by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. It ia 
more than the testimony of man. It is more than the voice of the Lord. 
It is more than the visitation of the Father, or of the Son. For it is an 
abiding testimony. It is the channel of communication between heaven 
and earth. Through it comes all knowledge, all intelligence, and all testi- 
mony. It has always been the order of conveying, ppc nes and under · 
standing in regard to the things of GW. aol, 

Hence the importance of our taking a course to obtain ‘the Holy: Spirit 
and. to keep it. It is not enough that the: gift of the Holy Ghost: should 
be conferred upon us at our baptism ; not enough that we should actually 
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receive it; e, that it should bear witness to us of the Father and 
of the Son and of the truth of this work; but it is important that it 
should dwell with us and be our companion, so that the testimony within 
us may be kept bright unto salvation. It is not possible to obtain eternal 
life.and go back into the presence of the Father, except we are led by the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost. No man has ever been led back into the 
presence of the Father by an angel. It is not the business of angels to be 
with us constantly, to lead us by the hand, and to inspire us. As we were 
taught this morning, when it is necessary angels are sent to perform a 
certain work; but when it comes to establishing in the souls of the sons 
and:danghters of God a knowledge of the truth, that is the office and 
calling, of the- Holy Spirit. When the Savior announced that any man 
who would do the will of the Father should know of the doctrine, He 
knew that if a man wonld do the will of the Father He would receive the 
‘testimony of the Spirit of the Lord, and there is no power, no light, no 
intelligence, no knowledge that can begin to compare with the lights 
intelligence and knowledge of the Holy Spirit; for it is the power, influ- 
ence and wisdom of God. That Spirit is planted in the soul of every man 

and woman who serves the Lord and keeps His commandments; and when 
that Spirit abides in our hearts, then we know, without a question in our 
hearta, in regard to the doctrine, When we lack that knowledge, or when 
that. knowledge is scant and hardly exists within us, it is because our 
labors are scant and our devotion to the Lord hardly exists; for I say that 
just as fast and to the extent that we serve the Lord and keep His com- 
mandments, so does the light and inspiration of God come into the soul of 
man. The doing of the will of the Lord opens the windows of the soul, 
and that light and revelation pour into the soul as readily as air pours — 
into these windows when they are opened. That Spirit is ready to come 
into the soul of every child that is born into the world, at the first oppor- 
tunity, although it can be easily offended and driven away, When there 
is a sign of repentance and humility and devotion in the sdul of man, that 
light is ready to enter there and to bear record of the Father and of the 
Son. It is our business, my brethren and sisters, to make ourselves 
acquainted with that Spirit, to obtain it and to retain it, and not allow 
it to depart from us. When it departs from us, we should turn to the 
Lord speedily and humble ourselves before Him, that we may regain it. 
The Gospel is positive in its character. Jesus said to His disciples, “Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that 
_ believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.“ That was a positive declaration. Peter expressed himself with 
the same positiveness when he said, on the day of Pentecost, “Repent, 
aud be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for tho 
remission of sins,and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” When- 
ever the Gospel has been presented to man on earth these positive terms 
have been used. Consequently men have something to rely upon. It is 
not a possibility or a probability that such may be the case; but it is 
made as positive as language can make it. If a man will do the will of 
vhe Father, nnen If men will repent of their sing 
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and be baptized for the remission of them, they shall receive ‘the Ho 
Ghost. These are positive statements, and they were spoken by men +6 
were not mistaken. The Son of God was not mistaken. His words were 
reliable. Peter's words were reliable; for he spake by the power of the 
Holy Ghost; and any man who speaks by the Holy Ghost speaks | cl 
speaks the Wind and will of God, and it cannot be questioned. 1 
But in order that we may obtain what is thus promised there is & vey 
careful charge given in the modern revelations through the Prophet Josep 
that I wish to call to the attention of our leading brethren in the stak . — 
and wards; for the Presidents of stakes and the Bishops, particularly the 
latter, are the men who have the juris liction over these organized depart: 
ments of the Church. There are no baptisms, no confirmations, no bless: 
ings of children, or anything of that kind done in a ward without the 
consent and full approval of the Bishop. Elders, High Priests and Seven: 
ties, although thoroughly endowed with authority to baptize, confirm, 
ordain, and to bless children, are subject to the man who presides over 
them in the ward. In order that baptisms may be properly administered 
and acceptable to Him; the Lord made plain, in April, 1830, that men and 
women should bein a certain condition before they should be received into 
the Church. The Bishops, who are common judges, are entitled to know 
whether men are prepared for baptism or not. If a man comes to them 
who is unprepared and not worthy to receive that sacred ordinance, they 
are just as competent to say, “No, my dear friend, you are not ready’ to be 
baptized,” as they are to say, “Yes, we shall be glad to baptize you.” The 
Bishop and his counselors are the ones to whom all these matters come in 
a ward. Of course, in the world, these things come to the Traveling | 
Elders, and they then are donstituted the judges, and they are entitled to 
the spirit of judgment and wisdcm, to enable them to judge all men and 
women when they present themselvesfor baptism. It is not well that men 
should be received prematurely and before they are ready. As Paul says, 
“Jay hands suddenly on no man.” I believe to that injunction might: ‘be 
added, baptize no person suddenly. We do not want to baptize { 
into this Church who have not faith, who have not repented, and who ado 
not come forth with the broken heart and the contrite spirit; for wlien 
we do that we bring reproach upon the Church, because the promises we 
make to them are not fulfilled. They do not receive the Holy Ghost; they 
do not obtain knowledge of God and of this work; they do not rebeive a 
testimony as we promise them they shall, if they bare not faith. And if 
a man has tot faith, then he has not repentance; for faith precedes repent- 
ance. There is no incentive for repentance unless there be faith in God. 
Repentance is the fruit of faith, and the fruit of repentance is reformation. 
Where there is no repentance there is no reforniation. The Lord has laid 
down plainly in the 37th paragraph of section xx of the Doctrine and 
Covenants, the conditions necessary to baptism. He says: : 


And again, by way of commandment to the church concerning the 

manner of beptem— All who humble themselves before God, and desire 
8 and come forth with broken hearts and N ite 

Wade re the church that they have truly repented of all the 
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tale Abe name of Jesus shaving. a 
determination to serve Him to the end, and truly manifest by their works 
that 4 thal have received of the Spirit of Christ unto the remission of 

be received by baptism into His church. 


The Church is entitled to know that for wale 
repented of their sins and are willing to take upon them the name of Jesus 
Christ, having a determination to serve Him to the end—not for a little 
season; not for twenty years or fifty years, but tothe end. It is an eternal 
obligation that they take upon themselves, and if a man does not intend 
to serve God throughout eternity his obligation is void in the sight of the 
Lord. There is no promise of eternal life and salvation unless a man’s 
repentance is genuine—a repentance which needs not to be repented of. 
If a man be a liar, he must lie no more; if he bea thief, he must steal no 
more; if he be corrupt, or in any manner wicked, he must cease that and 
from henceforth and forever serve God. 

I have been brought to think of this subject when I have met with 
members of the Church who do not know the Gospel is true. Of course, 
there ars many who know the Gospel is true, but they do not know that 
they know it. But there are some who really do not know and have never 
learned that the Gospel is true. Why? Because they have not done the 
will of the Father as they should have done. You rarely find an Elder 
who goes out into the world but he soon finds out that the Gospel is true 
and that Joseph Smith is a prophet. of the Lord. He is very soon able to 
bear testimony to the truth of this work, and that the Lord lives: He has 
that testimony strong and burning in his heart. What is the reason? It 
is because he has been on his knees before the „He has felt his weak- 
ness, that he needed the assistance of the Lord to l Gospel, or 
he oould not officiate in the name of the Lord acceptably. Therefore, he 
humbled himself before the Lord in the very dust; he prayed fervently ; : 
he read and studied; he sought the Lord, and found Him. That is the 
reason he has that testimony. The Spirit of the Lord came te the rescue 
and, bore record of the truth and established a testimony in his heart. 
And this will be so at home as well as abroad. Where we find brethren 
who have not obtained a knowledge, it is because they have not been as 
devoted as they should be. I recommend all those in the Church who 
have not yet got a testimony to apply themselves now. Their baptism 
bas been administered to them by the proper authority, and it rests with 
them to fulfill their part of the obligation. They are not entitled to the 
knowledge nor the blessing. until they have fulfilled their part. No doubt, 
many have been brought into the Church who were as pure and honest as 
could, possibly be, but without proper instructions and counsel. It may 
have been the carelessness of Bishops, or of parents, or of Elders. Possibly 
they were born in the Church, and baptized at the age of eight years, and 
‘have not been brought to a proper and thorough understanding of the 
Gospel. I repeat, however, if there are any in the Church to-day who lack 
a testimony, or question in their minds as to whether the Gospel is true 
or not, let them humble themselves before the Lord; let them perform the 
duties devolving upon them; let them meet together often with the people, 
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and serve God faithfally and devotedly, and in a very little while ‘the 
Spirit of the Lord will come in upon them, and they will begin to see as 
they have not seen and known. It is important that they should do this. 
And when the light once shines in upon us, it is important then that the 
Holy Spirit should be kept with us, that His influence and power should 
abide with us constantly, and that we never live in the dark. I want to 
say to my brethren and sisters, not to be satisfied with a membership in 
the Church, with our names upon the record; but let us be aggressive and 
positive in our knowledge of the truth, so ‘that we may always have a 
testimony to bear and a reason for the hope enen nn 
our souls. God bless you. Amen. 


— 


President Rulon S. Wells: 
Being about to take my departure for the Swiss sail 6 150 » Mission, I 
will hurriedly write you a few lines. After leaving Liverpool on Septem- 
ber 7 last, I proceeded direct to Copenhagen, where I arrived on the: 9th. 
My wife was with me. After attending one meeting in that city I joined 
yourself and President C. N. Lund in a visit to Christiania, Norway, and 
Stockholm, Sweden, to attend semi-annual conferences. After ‘parting 
with you fin Stockholm on September 23, I spent a week in that city 
engaged in historial labors, and then proceeded to Jutland, Denmark; by 
way of Göteborg. After spending two days visiting the place of my birth 
and also places connected with my early childhood, I returned to Copen- 
hagen, and leaving my wife there, I accompanied President Lund on a 
visit to Göteborg, Sweden, where we attended conference. After again 
returning to the capital of Denmark and seeing an emigrant:company off 
(together with several Elders and my wife returning home) I accompatiied 
Elder Lund to the conferences held in Aalborg and Aarhus, and then I 
spent two or three weeks in Jutland, busily engaged in historical: and 
missionary labors, after which I retuned: once more to Copenhagen, where 
I have perfornied the heavier part of my work. 1 have just returned 
from a short visit to the Skane Conference, and to-day I'am finishing up 
my work in Scandinavia and leave for Kiel; Germany, to-morrow rege 

I have enjoyed my visit to old Scandinavia very wuch, though I 
among the.Saints here only a very few of my associates of pascal 
ago, when I filled one of my former missions to these lands: Nearly all of 
the faithful Saints with whom we rejoiced at that time have emigrated to 
Zion, and new converts have taken their places and are now keeping up 
nearly all of the former branch organizations, though some of these have 
‘dwindled considerably, as to the number of members. I have had’ the 
pleasure to attend some very good meetings of Saints and strangers in 
this city and elsewhere, and have also been blessed in my own public 
‘administrations. The work is still progressing in these northern coun- 


tries, slowly but surely, * baptised right along. Most 
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: of: the Elders from Zion laboring here are good and energetic men, whose 


hearts: beat warm for Zion to her cause, and who are doing all in their 
‘pow however, a few Elders, Lam sorry 

— appear ‘be killing as they are in nothing 
particular except writing — and journals, or cooking and eating their 
food, hoping that the time may pass quickly, so that they may return to 
say that they have been on à two years mission. They forget that there 


is no excellence without labor; and the time is past in Scandinavia, or 


Britain either, I believe, that an Elder can expect to accomplish any good 


unless he enjoys the spirit of his mission and puts forward his best efforts. 


Taking it altogether the Scandinavian Mission is in a good and thriving 
oondition, and the prospects for future progress are quite good. One 
feature, which pleases me very much, is that the records of the different 
conferences and branches have been well kept, all along as a rule, and I 
have just come in time to save a large number of old record books from 
absolute decay and destruction. I have gathered several hundred of them 
here i in the mission office, and packed them in four large boxes ready. to be 
sent home with the next company of Saints and shall 
these shores for the land of Josep. 

“My health i is exceptionally good, and I have been able to doa great deal 


of. work here in a short time. Though coming so recently from the tropios, 


the cold damp climate of the north has so far not effected me unfavorably, 
save giving me e few colds of short duration. Accept, together with 
Eide our co-laborers i in the British Mission, my love and esteem, and i in * 
9 155 C. N. Land and all the brethren here unite with me. : 
Tour Brother and fellow laborer, 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


having the of curtain 
Pais Journals, will make an effort to reach the North Pole by balloon. | 
The North- German Lloyd steamer Salier, has been lost off the Spanish coast while 
way from Bremen to Buenos: Ayres. The total loss of 11 279. 
Warrimoo, on arrival at Victoria, British Columbia, on Satur. 


The Springwell was 2 immediately stopped, and after some difficulty the e men 


Grew of ty told. 


8 
+ 
1 
i 
to the boats. essage concluded : God help Franxuin.” The 
ö wus lost sixteen years agd and was never since heard of She belonged to Troon, 
Ayrihire, and Franklin was the naine of the mate. This message is the first indication 
News reached Swansea December 11, 1896, of a serious shipping disaster in the Bristol 
iva]: that vious night, while in the of Caldy which 
bis arrival: that on the previous night, while in the vicinity of Qaldy Island, which is i 
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MOSES THATOHERS CASE. 


NOTICE. 

To the Ofer and Mirae of the Church of Jesus Orit of en 
ts: 
This is to inform you that at a meeting of the Council of Apostles held | 
this day (Thursday, November 19, 1896), there being present Lorenzo 
Snow, Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, Francis M. Lyman, J ohy | 
Henry Smith, George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John W.“ raylor, 
riner W. Merrill and Anthon H. Lund, which meeting was 1 2 te te the 
purpose of considering and taking action on the case of 
Thatcher—and of which meeting and its object he had been duly bat Ae 
after a full consideration of all the circumatances of the case, : and after | 
each Apostle present had expressed himself upon the subject, 8 was * 
imously ‘decided that Moses Thatcher be severed from 
the Twelve Apostles, and that he be deprived of his Apostles ip ae N 
offices in the Priesthood. 
- Lorenzo Snow, President Council of Twelve Apostles. 

— 

The above notice is . from the 3 of 8 19, 1896, 
No doubt many of the Saints in this land will receive this announce 
Apostle. 

Heretofore we — dveided in 
the case of Elder Thatcher, although, since last April his name has ‘not 
been presented at the General Conferences of the Church; nor at any of 
the Oonferences held in the various parts of this Mission, for the 
to sustain him as a member of the quorum of Apostles. We have sop- 
pressed the mention of anything concerning Elder Thatcher's conduct 
through an earnest hope that he would become convinced of his error, 
repent of it, and united with his as 


made public st the Oenerel Conference held in Salt Lake City; in April. 
ene assembled, setting forth the position of the Church i in regard 

State, and defining as 8 part of the discipline of the | Sy a 


who hold prominent offices in the Priesthood should consalt with those 
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! which would — — the performance of their ecclesias- 
Church with the exception oA Apostle Moses Thatcher and Apostle‘ Antbon 
H. Land. The latter was absent from the Conference, he at that time 
being President of the European Mission. Elder Thatcher was quite 
ill when the document was presented to him for his approval, and 
desired more time to consider it before subscribing to its contents. This 
request was granted. Since then he has greatly recovered in health, but 
has not taken the necessary steps to: place himself in harmony with the 
other members of his quorum. : The address presented to the Saints 
by the Church authorities, and referred to in the above, was 1 
in the Star on April 30, 1896. It appears from remarks at the last 
‘October. Conference by Lorenzo Snow, President of the quorum of Apos- 
tles, that Elder Thatoher's failure to approve of the address issued at the 
| April Conference was not the first matter upon which he differed with 
them, and was a small matter compared with previous actions, The 
trouble had been in his whole course ever since Brother Snow had pre- 
sided over the quorum. At this same conference considerable was said 
| Concerning the stand Elder Thatcher had taken, and President Woodruff 
5 stated, that the status of Brother Thatcher could not be bete that 
a a change must ultimately be reached one way or the other. 
3 Brother Thatcher has announced himself as a ‘candidate for 
5 the position on of United States Senator from Utah. He says that he has 
never been suibitious to hold political office, and prefers private life, and 
the peace of the social circle; and further infer that his only object i in 
seeking the position of Senator it to vindicate the stand he bas taken 
against the rule contained in the address presented to and adopted by the 
Church at the General Confererice held in April, 106. | 
„Virtually Mr, Thatcher has by the course he has taken, placed himself 
in: ‘open defiance of the Church authorities, and in rebellion: against the 
7 Government chat has existed in the Church from the beginning. Or 
‘The Deseret News, the official organ of the Church, comments editorial 
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‘but bas followed to the grave whom he loved 
thane A rehe} 
ferred ‘Bat thoy bel no 
As men and members of the same ea ell they loved the erring: one‘and 
for years had pleaded and borne with him; bat their pleadings * for: 
between administering the law and violating it by failing to : 
plain duty. | For them there was but one choice—to obey God rath 
In this matter there has not been the slightest ‘the 
leaning. all has been the other way. The troubles which have led up to 
rece 
origin. Later events have been mere incidents in a record rd that covers 4 
least the past nine or ten years. All attempts to show that th 8 
the mark. The lea ven been working for a long, — 
well-nigh half a score. of this same result has bee 
pleadings with Brother Thatcher to place himself in full hi ‘with 
‘quer but he would not. So eager has been the desire in his b 
weight and accepted as evidence of the desired change, only to. . 
to pisces by.a new development. Under these circumstances 
culminatin pelts dad reached so that his name could not be presented to 
11 the time till the next Conference was allowed 


with less beaviness of heart than ithe, duty: thp; 
authority of Gad once conferred on a nian. 

bearance were unavailing, and the time came when. they. nish ) 

than man. 
the present culmination have not been, in their inception, 

serious and indeed the only difficulties are of recent date are —— 

17 who have sought earnestly to prevent it by admonishings and 
indies slightest indication of reconciliation. on his part was given full 
been a forbearance unparalleled in the history of the Church; for whee 
nation was then i 


to be done er to impress upon him the status he reall 
hich he he appeared to t be insensible. 
the hope that repentance’ would ene and make further’ ‘exposure 


‘unnecessary; but the desired — of and 
not exhibited, and the now reached had t ho 
That which has been done by the Counci of. ‘Apostles has een 
. to the révelations of the Lord to His servants, They 15 
carried out to thé full extent the admonition that n wer or influence 
enn or to be maintained — virtue of per- 
by: long by gentleness and by love un- 
hed fo up erstand the: 
ae nee not e ‘because their hearts are set so much upon the 
of this world, and aspire to the honors of ‘men, that ba not 
one lesson that the rights of the Priesthood are rably — 
with the powers of heaven, and that the of hens 
controlled nor handled‘ only upon the prineiples 
Twelve also were brought to realize that the rights of thi N 
‘be oonferred, but when men seek to gratify their pride, their wein 
tion, or to exercise control, dominion or eompulsion in any 
‘the heavens withdraw themselves, the Spirit: 
a ates and when it is withdrawn, Amen to the 
rity of that man.’ When the Tord 
bt Council of the A tles to say otherwise. 
“The Latter-day Saints who: r the they 1 11 ö 
on their part to veiw this ‘care 
eircumspéution. realize that hasty is pestle ens 
proper course is Pte low the 
‘careful Ay their utterances and see 
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te 

‘their official in Chirch chat, 
inspired, dictated, authorized and approved 

reriarks thade at ‘the October to case 

Elder Moses reported in the 


minutes of the meeting: 0 


President Wilford Woodruff said were two of good 
and evil—which had always existed and the latter invariably operated 
t God, Christ and His work. The evil spirits which. were cast out 
of heaven had. operated u arated 4 rere gag to lead them into darkness from 
: Woodruff narrated a, number of incidents in 
which the power of evil spirits had been manifested amon ne Saints and 
had been n by the authority of the Priesthood ese manifesta- 
tions of the. be, influence of Satan referred to occurred in England eae 
_ the early efforts of the Elders to introduce the Gospel into Great. Brits 
e speaker explained the principles such gnant 
‘Operate, and stated that they would follow the Saints and have more o 
Satan and his hosts should be banished from the a 
peaker had witnessed instances of men suffering themselves 
influedond by spirits were not in unison with the interests of 
of God. He then made an explanation of the condition of Moses 
Thareber, and of che hie case had not been disposed of by this 


‘time. fie had peor with his quorum for number of ears, 
‘the reasons why action not ee taken in the matter was owing 
‘to the delicate state of his heal nt status of Brother Thatcher 


not be mainta 17 ge must ultimately be 
other. In ti was in| bande of 
Gu 


President teatified to the truth of President Woddvalfs 
hatchor’s with the Twelve.” The 


present 
u les v organized with himself as‘ * 
ut a ution the brethren 


ent. brin 
duch bed fatled only the of Moses Thatcher. His lack of 
tion with the ih had been apparent more than a year 
‘before the dedication. of the femple. On the night before this event, ae 
quorum labored until almost 1 Km. to bring Moses Thatcher into 
Wich the other members of the ‘quorum... An understanding was ai ved 
which obviated the ‘of a mention of this disunion fi the 
cise m 


ition with 
ing it had in vain 80 f ir. Bot 
His refusal toate the 
ago was onl small mat 
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pase 
see his error. express hir 
act — this matter as to admit of ye lowance of “fally as much time to 


he speaker had, bee e to so 
Principal as would be proper in which to completely make up his mind 


h th the necessity of being od’ by the 
77 mith then en — 
counsels of those whom God had selected to preside over 4 


had not been blessed with a personal acquaintance with the Pro fo 
Joseph Smith, but he} rid that the mission of that great man was divine. 
He en afford rtunities of becoming acquainted with of] 
men of K He he knew that they were the servants of 
Most Hi these were Young, an 
present gh. Ae f the Church. The speaker closed wit 
the character of the work founded by Jo 
5 ung of the same uorum, spoke u 5 ec 
The had f 110 5 the 
of Brothe er Thatcher standing out in opposition to hi fs 
a thing which no man “could. do with safety. dent W. “a 
ven to thes er the cause of Moses in 
te words, “He has sought to rule over bis brethren, and her 
Coreen The speaker rs from section 122 of the Book of : 
yenants, verses 40 to a 
Aman might cat himeel from the proper line of communi 
, and deprive himself of the 2 nionship of the 225 0 
whi A man who refu 
oh as presented to Brother Thatcher, 
ruff and counselors and the other ing the Sens 
bined 1 in opposition to the work and authority of C 


“Elder He Heber J, Liye of. the Cotinell of 8. 
speal iri 

ness y his te 

the Pea Joseph Smith, rige 


Wilford W that no man Sold 


mony atid ho the blessing 
pleaded for Tobe vation of the one ien of th 
afternoon's discourses, and had never felt in his 100 ek 


2 
as. 
5 * 


althou h he had been accused of doing so. He pi 


“Elder Gea rom. opposing the servants of 
George le, of the ‘of t followed with 
ony of trath of the work 2220 t 


so many in its saving ond tf all h fu 
re tion to the prop ecies of the sig times, the 
was ould accept the position of wi : 5 
ness to submit the Hab dat Ch over 

irit of tel und 
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f Seat red to 0 


could be no doubt that the Twelve and } of 
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next 
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Moses ‘Thatcher, who had been one of his best friends; ia wie still.the 
cer’s desire that he would yet humble Nin and enter into fellow- 


78295 h F. Smith admonished the eople against unwise sym- 


ae: for those whe are departing from their’ ianve to the truth, and 
pe He felt a dhitne: in e of Weir 


u bet if one ‘sealed his heart inst goodness and 

pe — could not feel a love for bins ie his rebellion | t God. He 
‘would let him go go! 

ali the rebe hen disposition toh 

was read to. more than hal coatd 


he would not move. — 
ald in fellowship by the people of ( woth 2 not ba. 


In the Netherlands Mission there are. fourteen Traveling Elders. Dur- 
ing this year there have been 135 baptisms in that mission. 


No Cox filling out the statistical 
blanks’ which have been forwarded to the various Missions and Confer- 
énces of the European Mission, care should be taken to obtain accurate 
information and to form a correct idea of what is meant by the different 
headings. In order that. there may be a uniformity in the reports we 
desire to call attention to a few of the headings and indicate what con- 
struction i is to be given to them. 

Under the headings of “Total officers and members” and „Total 
number of Souls“ do not include the Missionaries from Zion as en 
are already enumerated in their respective wards at homwe. 

50 Strangers houses visited” is divided into two sub-headings, one to 

i icate the number of houses visited in tracting, and the other where 

invitations have been. given to call on strangers. Do not include your 
visits to the houses of the Saints. 

“Care should also be taken to discriminate between tracts and bock By 
the latter we mean bound covered be 

| in Liverjidh 
on Dedeniber. 10 A Line Stemmer For the 
British Mission Peter G. Johnston, Salt Lake City; Jesse Wm. Knight, 
Provo; Nobert F. Gilehrist, Lewisville; Idaho; Neil L. Gardner, Spanish 
Fork; Clarence: Eldredge, Gentile Valley, Idaho; L. Geo. Clarke; Newton. 
Minsion-~Andy J..Stowart, George W. 

AND — 0 Naegle, President of 
Swiss and German Mission, and his wife, Sabra, who has been laboring with 
him, ha ve been honorably released to return home on January 14, 1897. 

85 Eider Peter Loutensock has been appointed to succeed Elder ‘Naegle a as 
dent over the Swiss and German Mission. 

Eiders Peter G. Johnston and Robert F. Gilchrist have, been appointed 
to labor a8 Traveling Elders in the Scottish Conference. 

Elder Jesse Wm. Knight bas been to labor as Traveling 

der in the Ohektenham nfere 
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‘Elder bas been ‘appointed to labor 


Elder in the Nottingham Conference. 
Elder Clarence Eldredge has been appointed to labor as 4 ‘Traveling 
Elder in the Liverpool Conference. 


Eider L. Geo. Clarke has a to labor as +a Traveling ne- 


Wrist Cm Norron. The Welsh ok the Latter-day 
Saints will be held at their Mission Hall, 188 Cathay’s Terrace, Cardiff, 
December 27, 1896... Meetings will be held at 10:30 


“LIFE or DAVID w. PATTEN. 


GREAT men are the Lord’s object lessons to the world. They b hold . 
mankind the measure of truth committed to their generation. As ¢ exam: 
ple is greater than precept, so a life may state a truth more forcibly’ that 
words. 

When He answered the question as to the first 68 commandment, 
the Savior did more than satisfy the idle curiosity of the e mp 
He indicated une of the underlying purposes. of this life and st 
principle by which civilization will be determined. | 725 * 

Measured by the love he bore his Maker and his fellow · men, iow hie 
men have ever lived than David Wyman Patten. With all the intensity 
of his nature, he served the Lord, and with the same undivided purpose 
he was devoted to the welfare of humanity. Having in mind that divine 
precept, Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friend,” the Prophet Joseph Smith said over the remains of 
this great Apostle, “There lies a man who has done sa as he said he 
would—he has laid down his life for his friends“ 

Of David's early life little is known. While he was quite young, his 
parents, Benenio Patten and Abigail Cole Patten, removed from the State 
of Vermont, where he was born about the year 1800, to the town of Theresa, 
at Indian River Falls, in the western part of the State of New Tork. 
Leaving home while yet a boy, he made his way to the soutbeastern 
part of Michigan, and made himself a home in the woods a short distanee 
above. the little town of Dundee, in Monroe County, where he married 
Miss Phoebe Ann Babcock, in 1828. Here, too, thongh telling: his fellow- 
religionists that there was no true — on the earth, he n — 
with the Methodists. - 

Being from youth of a religious turn, of mind, he had received : 3 13 
lar manifestation of the Holy Ghost when he was twefity-one years of 
Being admonished to humble himself before the Lord and repent of of bis 
sins, he enjoyed for the next three years a close communion with the Lord, 
through visions and dreams of the night. In one of these. it was made 
known to him that the Church of Christ would be established in hin deg, 
and he looked forward to such an event with j joyous anticipation... 

When about the age of twenty-four men nnen, meagre 
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journal, be became; through. 
and remained so to some extent: until he was thirty years old, when, hy 

sincere repentance, he again received a testimony that his sins were for · 

iven. Under these conditions and at about this time he saw for the first 
time a copy: of the Book af Mormon, but only long enough to read the 

inspired preface and the testimony of the eleven witnesses From this 
time he prayed oontinually for faith and a more perfect knowledge. It 
was while living in anticipation of just such an event, therefore, that he 

received, in the latter part of May, 1838, a letter from his elder brother, 
John Ratton, of Feirpley, Indians; inforaing him of the-restoration of the 

The message fairly caused his heart to leap for joy. He was ‘conscious 
of the light which was about to break upon bim. He knew. by intuition 
that his life's darkness was over, and that thence-forward be should walk 
in the light of truth eternal. He arose in the meeting that day for it 
was on a Sunday he received. the word—and told amm had at 
last got word of the Church ot Christ. ute 71 

Impatient to be off; he mounted his ak mend 
and alone through the woods on a journey of three hundred miles. 
That part of the country in those days was little more than a wilderness. 
The roads by which the settlers had come from their eastern homes ran, 
in the main, east and west, so that David's way to the south led him over 
hills, through valleys and aeross rivers by paths almost unknown to the 
white: man; but nature was in her glory, the birds made melody the day 
through, and, more than all else, his own heart, swelling with gratitude, 
kept time to the music of the spheres, for God had again spoken from the 
and those ‘paths; rough though they were, led to the realization of his 
highest hopes this side of eternity. That otherwise en nen 
filled: with peace and happiness unspeakable. 

Atriving at the home of his brother, at Fairplay, found * helote an 
Christian and substantially as the 
ot the Church was related to him we shall repeat it here:: 

In a little town six hundred miles to the east, in a Sede 06 New 
344 man named Joseph Smith, while praying in the woods 
twelve years ago, received a visit from God the Father and His Som 
Jesus Christ. Three years later an angel, calling himself Moroni, appeared 
to this youth and explained that he was a resurrected being who had 
formerly lived on this continent in the flesh. Telling the boy Joseph of a 
sacred record hidden in a hill near by, the angel met him on the hill-side 
. where the precious charge lay concealed in a stone box, and after repeated 
_ admonitions during the four subsequent years, delivered to him some gold 
plates and an instrument called a Urim and Thummim, with which to 
translate the inspired hieroglyphics, 

After much delay and a great deal of ‘persecution, the youth n 
in reproducing from the gold plage Sie record known thie Badk, of 
Mormon, now published to the world these three years. 1 oe 

“Two years and two months ago, having received authority under the 
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